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EARLY H UMAN 
I;\JHABITANTS 

People tir~r reach ed Florida :1t le~8l 12,000 
years ago. The rich variety " ! environm.nt'l< in 
pn:hi&co. i ~ FluriJa suppow,:J a lul£" number 
or plJ n ts an,{ an imals.lh(' anirllll.l (,opubniou 
included nlO,1 mammal. fh~ . "'e know to<by_ 
In ~,J,Jilio", m~n} other l~~ mammals tbat 
~re riO .... UTinct (such h t ire ~~be-r-wolh 

riser, mUloorlll , gianl arnu dillo. and u.mel) 
1"O~med the .... nd. 

'Ihe 1,100.1<1 coastline along the AtlantIC 
Ocean 30d Ihe Gulf "f Muie-I) WlIS very 
,Jilfcn:nl 12.000 }"e~Th ~go. lhe .~~ level w .,; 

"'u~h lo\>'~r rhan ir is today. A. a rcouJr, lhe 
F lorida peninsula was more Ih"ln twice a" 
j ~rgc ~s iL is !low. 

l h e pe"'ple who inhahited early Florida w.'e 
hllUU;N aud gathere r,; and (JUly oc<:~. i"n.lly 
""ughl hig ~.lln ~. Their d; ~t.< C<llI~i~led main ly 
of . mall anllnal" plan ts, nUb, ~ 1I<1 shellfi, h. 
l he Ii"", noridi~ns ..,rrleo in area~ wh~re a 
.t~~dr "'~IcJ' su pply, ~oud ~tonc .C.Oun<.." for 
tnnl-nl ~k;ng. ~n cl fi rewood were a,'allahle, 
O"cr Ihe <'cnnu ie. , thc~e nu ive people 
dc\'~\()p~d '~Olllpkx c\lltllre~. 

D \.\ring th e period pri or 10 <'"nhcr 
with E "roP<'JflS, nHive . o c i ~ ti es in (he 
penin5uLi. developed Lultivltecl agri culture, 
tr~dl: with uthcr group, in what i. nuw thl: 
~nll fheMr¢", Unir~d Sfafe$ . and ltl(relll<ed 
",,';:.1 org~ni z.ltio n> n::Aecred in br~<' temple 
mounds and ~illagt: comple.-.;ei. 

EUROPEAN EXP LORATION 
A-:\ID CO LO!\'IZAT ION 

\\'ritt ell record, wont life in Florida hegan 
with the arriw l o f the Spanish cxpL<J[ er and 
w\'ell ll.lrcr Juan POlice de Le6n in 15 13. 
Snmelime hetween April 2 and April 8, 
Ponn' de Leon \V"~drd ~sho .c on Ihe r~st 
.oast 01 Florida, poss ibly neu presco l
dav :'I1elhourne n'3f_h_ r Ie railed , h. ar.~ 
La F/ori<ia , in honoc of Pa~cll a Flurida 
("l'CJst of th~ fI"w~n-), Spain'~ E~5tenime 
celebrali Q)1. Other \<:urope a " ~ may have 
reached F lorida earlier. hut no finn evidence 
of su\·h achicv<;mcnt h..,; been found. 

On mOlhc r ,'ov:.r.ge 1II 1.52 1, Ponce de 
I .eOn I ~ ncled o n the ,ou. hwel'rern coost of 
the pcnioSllla, accomp"ni ~d by two hundred 
.l\."'ple, fifty h"Thes, ~ Il d numeroos b,,,,,1. of 



Ponc" d. [..,<in 

hurden. Hi~ coionizar;(}ll 
att Cn1/H quickly 

faile, b"u usc of 
arraLCks by n a liv~ 
people. Ponce de 
Lc6n'~ activl(le~ 
s e rv~ d, however, 
to jdmtifY florida 

a s a desi, ,,bl e 
place fDr explorers, 

mi,sionari e " "- nd 
trea,ure ,e~hr' , 

HcrnaIluu dt SOlO 
b egan anoth e r exp edition i11 l S3~ in 
scarlh of gold mel ,iin;r, which took him 
on l long rr , k through Florida and what i , 
n[)w the 'Duthea,tcrn Uni t ed Sta tes. For 
i()ur run, d~ SOlO'~ n pedilJOn wandered, 
i11 hop~ ' of finding th e fabl ed wealth 
of the Indiall people. Dc Solo and hi& 
soldiers cam red for ILV. months in the area 
now known as Tall~ha,"ec, Dc 5()to J,tJ 
t"'H the M iosiss,},p' R,v~ r in 1.'42. Th e 
'Ulvivor, of hi , expediti[)n ",'en tually rcached 
rvI l'xico. 1\0 greal lr~a,ure IWHS awaited 
the Sp~njsh "onqllL"tadores who explored 
Florida. Howcn:r, their storin hclp~J inform 
Europeans aboul Florid; ~nd it, rel;lionship 
to Cuba, \Jexi,-o, ~nd C entral ~nd South 
America , from which Sp ~in 
regularly shipp"'"! gold, ,ilver, 
~nd orherJ,roducts_ Group' of 
h~~vily la ~n Spanish v~ , sels, 
called ph\c lleel s, unt ~ IlY sad ed 
up rhe C;uifStream through the 
strait, that parallel Florida', 
Keys. Aware of this route, 

[
irate, preyed on th e fl eeB_ 
Iurricanes created additional 

problems, somdime> wr~cking 
lhe ship, OIl the reds and :;hoals 
, t re nhing along Florida', 
e ~"t e rn coast. 

III 1559. Tristan de Luna led 
anotl1 er ,ltrempl by r:uropeans 
to coloniz e F lorida. lI e 

estahlished a settlem enr on PC lls ~[ol ~ Bay, 
b"t a scries of misfor tunes l'aLL,~J his d f orts 
to be ah l ndon ed l fter two yea'". 

Spain wa, not the only European nation 
tha t found Florid~ attr~ltive. In 1562, the 
h ench [)rote 't~nr J ean H.il1oluit explored th e 
area. Two year, later, fellow Frenchman Renl' 
Gouhinc de L;udonniere es\;blished FOri 
C amlim at the mouth of the Sr. John, River 
(ncar prnent-J"y JJcksonvillc) .. 

FIRST SPANISH PERIOD 

1h"", French adventurers prompted Spain 
to decelerate phlls for coloni'nltion. F~dro 
!vIcncndez ck Aviles ha' tcn~d ~croSS the 
Atlantic, his si )\h ts set on r~movin,1\ th~ 
French and creating a Spani , h scttlement. 
.vrellende7, urived in 1S('S U a plare he called 
San Augu,rin (Sr. Angnstinej ~nd est.lbli"h ed 
lh e li~l p e'm~n e nt r:uropean oettlem enr in 
wh~t is no>, th~ United State:;. He 'Khicved 
his )loal of lCxpdlin;.; th~ French, al t~cking ~nd 
killing all F rellch settlers e,"<cept for profe" ing 
Roman C H hoii,,, and non-comhatants. 
r\,1 e n " nd e7, ~ ~l'tur~ d ~'nrt Carolin e and 
rellamed it San :'YIatco, 



Spanish m;" ;()(1, 17th centu'y (. rrbt', ronditi()(t) 

F r.n"h r~spon;; e cam~ DNO y.ars \;ner, 
when Dominiyuc de Cour~uc, recaptured 
San r.,·hleo and made tl", Spanish soldi~r& 
stationed there pay with their liv~, _ I iowevu , 
this incident did not h alt the Spani,h 
advance. '[heir pntern of constructing ions 
and Roman C u holic mis"ions continued. 
SpaIllsh mission>, ~stablishcJ amon,ll; the 
Indian peopl e, 800n extended <laos, north 
Florida ~nd 1l0rth","rd alono' lhe co ~st ~, far 
as the arC~ wco no w know as "Sou th Cuolina. 
Th~ r:ngli sh, ah;o eager to exploit jhe 

we~lth of lhe Americ~s, incr~ asingly cam~ 
into lonfiiu with Spain', cxpanJin)l; empire. 
In 1586, the Engli~h captam Sir Francis 
Drake sach d and hurned th ~ riny village of 
St. AU)I;us tinc. Sp~nish mntroj of F lorida, 
however, WllS undiminished, 

I n fact, ;l~ late as 1600, Spain's power Over 
what is n()w th ~ smlrhe>.st . rn Unired STaTes 
was unquestioned. \Vhen Engli'h settlen 
carne to AJIl~ric ~, th~}' cS b blishcd their fir't 
coloni es ,veil 10 lh~ north, ,)l jaIllc,lown 
(1(,07) a nd PI"ml1\lTh (1620). Englifh 
colonists wanted to exploit the continent', 
naLUrJI r~'Ource.s ~nd ~f1idually pushe.u th~ 
horders of Spanish power so"thwllrd into 
pre"nt-day sourhern G eorgia. At rhe same 

ti me, Fr, "ch i n tl \l "'c~ 'p",ad 
from L on i , i a n ~ eastward 
lllon~ the. CulfCollst. 

'lh e r:ngli sh colonist.; in 
the Carnli'n ~ coionies were 
particularlx anta!\oIlistic 
roward Spall'- l. -. d by 
Coionel James !\Ioorc, the 
Carolinian~ a~d th"ir Creek 
Indian alli es l ~i d si eg~ ro 
Spanish Florida ill 1702 
l nd des rro,.. d the rown of 
St. Au)\us·tinc. How~"er, 
lhey could nor u !,ture the 
fort, n ~med Ca'tii () de San 
:'I-Janos. Two ve an latCf. 
rhe" d ",rroy~d ih~ mi";o,,, 
benwen Ta'llah ~,"cc ~nd St. 

Au)\us tine, killin~ m any mtiY~ peopk ."d 
enslaVIng others. 'lhe French continued 10 
hams,; Spani,h Florida', we,Tern p erim eter 
and captured Pcns ~coh in 1 7 1 ~, tv. enty-one 
}'~'us ~ft~r the town had be.cn cstablishcd. 

\Vhell G eorll:ia, Englalld'~ wuthrmmost 
contin ental "oTony, Wl , found~d in 17_13, 
Spain's ~dvu, a,.i ~ s move d ~v~ " c!()s . r. 
Ccor)\iam ~ttackcd F lorida in 174U and 
ksiclI~d the Castillo de SaIl Marcos at St. 
Augusline ior almo ~ t a month. \Vhilc lhis 
;llrack w~ s not succ.e,sful, it did point out th e 
growing weak"e;;~ of Spanish Florida. 

BRITISH FLORIDA 

Brilain gl in ~d ~l1nTl'ol of F lorida in 1761 
in exchange for IIavana, Cnha, which the 
Bri ti,h had caprur~d from Spain durin)\ the. 
S~Yc.n Ye.ar/\>\-'ar (1756-63), Spain evacuate.J 
FloriJa after t11~ ~xcha nl\c. lcavin,>; the 
l-'rovin(~ virtu ~ll}' cmpty. At tllH lillie, St. 
AlIlI:ustine was still a garriwn l'ollummil \' wIth 
fe";er than iiv, hundred hou,e", and l'en'sacola 
was al,o a snnll miliT;ltY rown. 

The BriTi,h h ~d amhi!io", rl ~" , for F lorid l . 
Firs t, the land w~s split inm tW() pu t" \V" t 



Florida. "'ith it, , cat at r"ll ~~ ,oli\ , "nd ~:1't 
Flor ida, WiTh iTS "apiai at St. A\,' j;\lstine. 
Blitilh SU'-" (Y"" m~ppcJ lIl~dl 1,1" the 
bnJs.ap(' ami WOlf (hnc and rried TO develop 
relation. "" ilh a r;roup of Imli~ people 
who ,,"en: u""ving iuw the ar¢~ from Ihe 
north,'the ll riltsh ""ll"d the.o;c: Creek people 
~Serninolic~~ or Seminoles. Bril:l.llI l tlemptcd 
to "1tr~;;;t wh,te seule rs by offerin:; (o.nd 
on which tn settl" and help (CIT thoi~ who 
produc:cd good, (or cxport. U i,'en S\Jflj,icnt 
tim(; , the i trategy might have ~onverted 
r'lorid, intn a flouri,hing ~o lo nr, bllt Briti ,h 
rul,' bS'led onjy twelll\' lC~rs. 

'Ihe TWO rlor id~s rim1ined loyal tn Gre~ t 
II ril"ll in throughout the \Va, fut Ameri , lIn 
Ind"pt:ndm~c (I Ti i - 83). HO""ever, SpJ.in
par1.lCip;lling indiro:::rly in The w:,' t< an ulyof 
Fr.toH·,,-rtl'm ,.,a Pens:u:ob, from the Brit i,h 
in 1781, lnd in 17B4 rCl(ai!1<'d d .e , c. t ,, ( 
nuriJ ~ ~i part or the peac~ t re~ [)' that ended 
the Arn e ri c.~" Revolm;on . 

SECOND SPANISH PERIOD 

\\'hCD lh" BriT ish eV"dculitoo F(OTid~, 5pani~h 
(OLOI\L~I' and Ull krs from lhe l )nire..' S rare< 
Ilegan ,0 I""ur;n I\hny of th" nc"" residents 

WUC iUfed b~' dc,inbk Sp~nj,.h t~rms 
{or lanu \1r.m ts. Otl,,']> ... h" c~mc "eft 
eoKaped slave,;, gcing whcTe Their U,S. 
ml~te" could not effecth'clr . ellch 
them. Instead of b~<.o ll lLng In<lre 
Sp:umh, the ~'lor; rl~, "'~tel~ingly 
hecame more Amc[1can. F lnallv, 
aft". !;C,uai oiIicial and u nome;"! U.I;. 
mi!ituv itl~ur,i()ns inm the territory, 
Spain tl!r",ally ,c-ckJ th ,- florid~~ t'o 
,he United STares in 1 R21 undel' Ih ~ 
Ad~m~-Oni" T=~lv. 

On ()ne of rho •• ;;'iliTJ.l')' operation., 
in 11118, GenCI .. 1 ,\ndr,", Ja d~\lo " 
nI ~d~_ ~ iQ rn~ ;nro Flor id.!. J.lrk«>n'. 
hattJe~ with FLorida', Indian p\:oplc 

lat~r would be u lkJ th" i'in; l Serm!l(, ie Wa'_ 

TERRITORIAL PERIOD 

Jachon re(",rned to n or;cb ,n 11121 10 

csub1ish .I. new l"rr; lOr;31 g .... ·~rnment 
on l>dralf o f lbe United Sta r<,,~. 'I'll" tJ S. 
",hct il<:d a wUduneH dolled ",,,h $mall 
~ eltLe [!H'tlIS or Indiao l'~.orle. Afr ka o 
Arncri c~'II S, ~ !l(\ 5pa'liards. 
A~ ~, I('l"rilory of the L' T1t\ ~ d Sute ! , 

FI"rici a "'a~ pilrliwlarly cmi c.,ng t() pe"pie 
flOm th~ ",Ider I'l~ "t. ti.m a rt ~ . of Virginia, 
the C.Tt>lin~s. and C C()fgia. wlto ~In i .. ~ d 1Il 
coD.idcr~ble numheJ>.After tcrtiLonaI5\~\u~ 
w a . )l;r:..nted, the two 
Floriau "':ere m~,,-g~d 
inl<) one enti, ), \"ith 
~ neW ,~n p; tn l <".iry 
in ·Ltll a h u~ ee. 
EHabli , hc d in 
182·1, 'l'allahHHc 
was l'h,,>!: n bt~au"'" 
it wu hl lfw3Y 
hetween the cxi~ting 
gm..,mmental.ean; of St. 
A"g:,,~. ;oe toa Peo.acota . Thn,UIOal:-.ca1 
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r.lIah .. _ ,L-.x' ~,~. I.!~ 1 ~3Q.o 

A, FI"'ida's immignnl popul u ion 
1I1c'e~~ed, \0 did prelmre nn th~ fed~nl 
gov,"mmcnt to rCIllO\'~ the l~dlll!\ people fi:om 
thdr llnJ~ .l1", I",li ~lll"'pubti('n w~~ mad e 
lip of ...:\-.; ... 1 j(IOUp •. indlulinj( tlK Scm iDok 
~nd fo, l ittosukcc pc;op1c. M any African 
.'~mf: .. nn ."fug~~~ ii\'~d wi,ll rhe Indi3n~. 
I !\d r ~!\ r~mo"al wu populI< wi th wh1\~ 
~<.;tlkn becau.sc (he natl . e !'l:Ople occup,ed 
land! ,hu white. c",..:rcd lnd ocnu><.: their 
r())nmuni,i~, often prflYiJed sa nctuar~' for 
r1l"aw~}' ,lav~' from the north. 

Among florida·, llJ\1'·~ popUlation. lhe 
nAme "f Q,ccoh has ,,'.maim,d f~miliar after 
more thgn a CCnTurY-2.nd-:l.-half. OHcob 
WII.< q Seminole \yOlT ielriel who r~ fus~d 10 

ieHC his homdand in Floridil. Scminoics, 
already nv'cd for tll"i' hjl;lll in!l; ~ui\itics, won 
th.e re~pect "fU.S .• oldien for th.eir b'"l.wry, 
(orlil;\ldr. ,lIld wi!;,}' to ~dapt 10 changiog 
dreu llMann. dunnK the Second Seminole 
\Var ( 1 ~35--41).Thatwu, th~ mOit ,ignificant 
of the rh,u conNict! beTWeen I ndi~n r~orl e 
~ULI U.S. \roops 1Il norid~. bcglll\ o.cr whelher 
the Scminok. should b~ mo\'cu wc"rv"~Id 
auo~. the Mi,si~~ippi River iOIn whllt is 
no,," Okbhuma. "the U.~. go\'~rmn~nl, under 
Prc~iucn! Andrew ] .. duon, .v~nt !20 milli"" 

all.! the llYn of 
mouy U-S.S()ldius, 
Indi~n po.:oplc, 
ami U.S. citiuns 
to fot,"<'1 r~monl 
of the Scmiu<JI", . 
Tn th" end, th e 
i.sue rcmaill~d 
in doubt. So me 
Indians migrsuJ 
"volll niarilv~; ""me 
... ·cre capnircd and 
Sl'nI weu undLI 
tn ililUy guard; and 
oth('r:I",..,.;-apui into 

!he F:l'el'gl'ld~., wh.re the), mad~ ~ lif~ tor 
lh tm!~h'e' away from c<)nl1Ct with white. , 

T "d'. y. ref.erv,\1; ons arr ()"L'llpied by n"rida'j 
Imlhm p"oplc at lrnrnok~ l ee, Hnll yw()od, 
Brighton (nraf tIll' 'ilJ' of Ok~e~hobte), ;mu 
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~loug the Big C,PICSi :::Ow'lmp. In addlt;nn 
IrJ the S~min"k p~ople, F'loriJ ... ~J.() h,\~ ~ 
\r,r~r:lle ~!icc"",ukee trihe. 

Ilv 1840, whore Flor;.i;an~ concentrated 
;nn~~>lIlp) 011 devdoping the let r itory and 
/:aininJo( .btchu"d.1hc termory'. pOpul~hon 
reached 54.477, "ilh Afric~n Amail-~n ~IJv~, 
making up l1mo~t one-half of that lIumber, 
Stcamh(Y.I.! navigltillO \V:iI~ well e.tabhshed 
un Ihe Ap~bch;rob Inti ~r, Johns Riven. 
and r..i!roaJ $ were j,l.nMd. FIl)fina now 
waS di,·idcd info. milly 1m" 1hree AreU: E"jl 
Florida, from the Adantic Oce~n 10 lhe 
Suwanm:c R.i ,..:,: M,ddk Florida, be~ "'~Jl 
the SUWllIlnec and thr Apalachi<:<Jl~ Ri<'Cn.; 
and 'Nt.! rlOIida, from [he ApduhkoJa to 
rh" Perdido Ri,·e., The soulhern nu ollhe 
IC[fl(orf (llcl<;M pre,en!~(b~: Gn",e~\'ill~) 
\v ... , 'p~ n.cly ~I{kd by ",h ues, I he rerrorory ~ 
<:wnomy " ... , [,~.cd un ,Igri.'uilurt,. J'linlations 
wer<: ~o"cc"tratcd in M idJk Flonda, and 
rhe ir mvnc,.., sct much of the political ron~ 
far ~11 "fFlorida unlil after the Ci,il \Var. 

STATEIIOOD 

Fl()ri ria heu,me rh ~. rw~nrv-~eventh ~t3te 
in th" Unil"d Slal". ull 5.1,ltdl 3, 1845. 
\Villiam D. ;>"!osdq Wd, dect~J th,' I\Cw 

stu., first governor, and David Levy Yuk., 
Ofle of "'I(H;da'~ kul,ng proponent. nf 
.\~lehl>od, Ixr~m~ ~ U.S. SCllllWf . fly 1850, 
th~ popubtion 1,~J ~ruwll to 87,445, wllidl 
;nc.lurieri ahour .W,()()!) Aidc3n American 
sJ~,·~~ alld 1,000 free bb,:k,. 

11lt .la'Try ,f.&ut (.:;I11\C to domin~t'" the 
,ffain; of the 'n~'w stolte. Mo.t Fl ... r iJ~ V"'I~J~ 
(who wer~ whire male.! 3ged rw~oty-ooe 30ri 
older) .I,d nOI Obj~"l 10 Ib~en and ""~re 
conlCIo!"d abuUl the glowing fl·C.linw; ill the 
\lorTh again~T il. D uring The 11150~, m31lr 
whit!" floridians \~e\~e..-i ,he new an,. -,l~.\"~r)' 
& .. puuuun put} .. illl suspi< iUIl. 

I n t h e 1 R(' O 
Jlr~s ,de!lt ;;,,] 

d~<'liun, no 
Flnridians voted 
fo, Ahuha m 
U Il,,:oln, ~ltho\lgh 
th~ Illino i s 
R~vuuli(~ 11 WOIl 

H Ib~ ndTional 
level. Shortlv dlcr 
Lin;:ol n'~ el~ction, a 
"pcci:ll eon,'enTilln dffiV 
"p an ord in ance of 
~e(.ession, and ~· l or'da 

P:untiog oi F1<>1id..~ fi,.., "aT~ ... 1, 
u.ed CL 18"6 68 

.C('cdcd from the Union onJanuaT)' 10, 1861. 
\ViThin 'l'Vl'C"dl week., Florida joined ... ·ilh 
oThcn;onlhem ,tate!. to fOrm the ConfCdcl1I.t<: 
S(a(~ of America. 

CIVIL WAR AND 
RECONSTRUCTION 

Du.rinl' th,' Ci"il \Var, Florida W~~ nOi 
rangcd as ,e,'Cral other s[)uthem slates w~re, 
Indeed, no d.cisive hattie, w. re f[)ught ()n 
l'larid~ soil. Union t')rces neW/li ed manv 
coa, tai (owns and [arts, while ( IC lIlIcn,,'r 
uf the ~I. tc rcmll ined in COIl f,'.Jcr~ Ie hdmls, 

F"lnrida provid.d an ~"iIllat.d lS,OOO 
tfonp~ ~nd !ign it1canr amount, "f "'pp li c~ 
10 thr C onfederacY. but mor~ than 1,000 
Floridi"n> , both Afric'"n Amni«lIl . nJ 
while, jnined the Union HIllY. C"nf~deIate 
31,d f(l.6gn menhant ships slippecl Through 
th~ Ullioll Il~V)' ulo(k~d~ along \h~. FiOJida 
cnast, hI inging in needed .upplics (II>m 
.we'seas portE . Fl o r ida "'ppl,ed Th e 
COllfcdcra,y ,~ i\h salt, beef, I' ork, (onon, 
~nd ntbe:r products. T allahas.ec \~ •• the 
only Sou the rn capi\al eaM oi The "'1i,,,,ssippi 
Hi''!"t lO a~oid caplure J uring the waf, spared 
by Southern "'etofic. at DIu"" . .., (1864) and 
Natuntl n " dge (1 R6~). UJrim3tely, the South 
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c .. ,J • .J.· .... · ''''''1» m:ar Ib,,,,,ruJ., 1St. I 

wa~ cl~fe3IOd, and f~delll troops occupied 
T~Hah~!~~e on M~\" 10, lRti~. 

Bdurc the C i," ! \Var, Fl"rida h"d been 
w~ll rm iB way ro he r-om in s. :l. norher of 
the wouthcrn C'o t too "t~tcl. AJt~'warJ . the 
h,\'c. of m~n~' Florid a re~iMnl~ changed. 
1 h~ ron.t ot JU'ksoo,'jll~ and Pensacola 
shirpcd lumber for post-\ .. ~r r"build ing. 
T hose "bo had b('en ~IHe, "ere declared 
fre~ . PlanaTion owner. Trier! Tn ,'egain 
pre"'3r len,ls of production by hir ing former 
, J,IH.~ 10 r~isc alld pi(k Cl'\I"n. Hownn, 
!urh ~rr~ngeme n ts did n\lT .... ·(lrk well, and 
much of tho land came under ~ultivat jo n 
by tcn~nt fnmn. anJ . harccroppn" both 
Africm American and while. 

Il egin ll illg i ll 111('11, Ih~ fedua! 
govern ment ,insri l n.~J :1 congressional 
proxulII of "rerons"u.;tiu,," i ll rlond~ 
Ind th( other SOUfhern ~tale~. During ,his 
period , Repuhlinn (')fficeholder~ rried w 
cn~ct ,wl'cping l·hangl"" m~ny..,{ which wne 

aime,{_:u impMving con'{i,ion< 
fo r ,\1[;ean Amcricln ... 

At floc tilllc uf lhe 1876 
Vre'idenfl al elert;on. f(d~r~l 
uoops still occupied florida. T he 
't~IC's R epu bhc~n g(,,,:rnment 
l nr! I' ecend\, en t l"lllr. hi.cd 
African AmCl,k"" v.'tcr. helpeJ 
put I{urhertn t'li II. llaYei in 
flo c \Vhire Hou.(·. DemouH~. 
howe,·er. gun"d ,'ouno) of 
enough state OfJkC5 fO end lhe 
,.~"r. of Ikpublican rule alld 
prompt t h" rr n>O" aI of feden l 
HOOp'. A he l i~ $ of },o h tic.l 
lurtle, in The 'tl.te left African 
Amni<:ans with littlc voi.c ill 
\J1e ir governm ent . 

FLOR1DA 
Uf:VELOPMENT 

D uring lhe fi nal qmlru'r of the ninetcmth 
"enf\lry, l~rge-,~ ale commerr.ial Ilgriculture 
ill fluriJ". ('specially ca[fk raiS Ing. grew 
in importance. lndll>nin sUlh as lil'; ,1t 
",,",ufnrturing rr><l k roM in the immigrant 
communiti<."S of the stale. 

P"tential in"".rors b"omc intcre.too in 
,";1u ~ l rics th;u eX1T:u:re(\ re'''"rcc' rrom .he 
watci ~1I<J b od. The e.~tra ctll'" indus tri es 
were as Widely din!':e as ~pongc harw.tin.1( 
ill Tu~'oll Springs dnd pho$pha l~ ,nining ;n 
the ,,,urhwoslern par! of the state. 
Th ~ ~'l() r ida citnl! ;nduHry grew 

r~pidl y, Jc.pit~ (K<: H i()naj fn·c·~c. Jn d 
e,'nnOll1ir Ret h~ck;; _ The <ie"elopment of 
iuJ Il.trl'::. throughout {he Sl~ I\' pro'" p,,,d 
the C"<III<rrllrrion of m:J.,h and l:1ilrnaJ~ on a 
brg.:.· scale. 

Bcgi nninj! in the 1l!70s, lOuri.h from 
no.'hern stale! ,';, ;leO F lnrida to enj()y 
th~ .tde·, n·dtur~l beJ UI}" ~nJ mild clllllale . 



Steamboat tour, On floridls winding rints 
w.re a popular attraction for thes~ visitors. 

The growlh o[ Flonda', lransporlation 
industry had it. ori)l;ins in 1855, when the ,tate 
l~gis1~rure l'~,".d rhe Tnt~rn~1 Tmpnwemenr 
An, Like kgislalion paooed by s~v~rJl other 
,btc> and the f~dcral )l;on;rnmcnt, Florida\; 
Hr l)ffered LCheop l)f free public Lind (l) 

inve'tor" particularly those intl'Te't~d in 
transportnion.lhe act, and other legisiati(}Jl 
lih. if, had 1ts gfe~tesr effect 111 the Y"lrS 
oetwccon th" ""d of 
the Civil VVar ~nd th e 
beginning of World 
\Var 1. Durin)l; thi, 
p.riod, many milro~ds 
wcr~ constructed 
through our the srar~ 
by companies owned 
hy IIenry Fhgl. r and 
Henrv B. l'bll1, who 
also huilt In'ish hotels 
n~ar their radroad 
line>. The Int ernal 
Improvement An 
stimulared the initial 
~fforts to drain lh. 

" 

&ou (hem pOrLlOIl of 
the state to convert it 
to farlIlj~nJ, 

'I hese development 
proi~ct' had iar
r,,,ching cfhcts 011 

th e agri"uirural, 
manufacturin;;, and 
extractive industries 
of late-nin e tee1l1h
ccntury floliJa, 
The cirrus industrv 
e'pccially bmditcJ, 
sine" 11 wa~ now 
po>sibie to pick 
orang"' ill ,ocolh 
Florida; pUT rhem on 

a tralIl hCllJin)l n()rth; and ,ell them in 
Balrimor~, f'hliadelphia, or t'\~1'i York in le:;~ 
th~n a w~cJ... 

In 1898, nation,,] attmtion focused On 

Flr>rid ~, a, the Sp~lli,11-Am~rinn \VM ]"'gan, 
111". port cil)' of Tampa '~lycd as the primary 
~t;<g;ng lrea l<)r U.S. lfOOP' bound for the 
war in Cuha. !\hny Floridjam supported tl1e 
CubaIl peoples' desire to be free of Spanish 
coloni>11 rule. 

By the turn of th e c~nt\lry, Florid,," 
population and per capin wealth were 

-



innea~ing tapid1r; the potential of the 
· Sunshine S lat~~ ~ppcJrcd c"ul.. ..... By the 
cnd of World \VaT I, laud rte~l'l(1 l.ers had 
descended on thi. virtual Rold mine. \Vith 
more Alllcric~ns oWllill~ ~" IOIl""bilts, II 
h",-ame C<1m monrl~ce In V~ra!liln ill ~'lor; ria. 
Many vi,iwlS ,laved on, and ~x()ri< proj~cts 
~P '~Tlg IIp;n snuti,em I!\ (lf;(h. ~ornc l-",opk 
m()\"~d 01110 land m~de from drained ,,,,,,mr" 
Other> bought canaL-<::lu'O>e<.llrncu lhrough 
what had heen arr L~nd. The real estate 
Jevd"'f.'lUcnl. qUIck!} ><maclc<l buyers. and 
b.on in Florida \vu, .old ann re.~nld _ Profit. 
~ nd prin:s [OT m~nJ un-eloper> reached 
infl.lIe cl lcvek 

THE GREAT DEPRESSION 
I N FLO RIDA 

F lorid~', economic bubble bun.t in 1')26. 
wh~n money and ~dil rJn OU(, " lid bdnkS 
and inl'eslm< ahrup lly ~ea.ert "".ring Ihe 
'l'~pLr~ miJljon~ire •. SLrcre buni<-mcs swept 
I"'ough the 81~le in 192t> And 1928, fll rlher 
d~mll.ging Florida', ec""'"mv. By rhe lime Ih. 
Gte~lt "I"'p[~,si(m bq,an in the I~.t 
(I(the nation in 1929, ~' I omli~!ls 
dreadr h1d hew1n' 1ceu.tomed 
10 <.:<Orl<.otn;c h,.ru.hip. 

III 19..19, the l\1edJterta ~~·~t\ 
fruit ily innded the st ile, 9nd 
thc duu. indu~II}' su ffcred. A 
qua"IUline w~s eSlabl,&hed, ~tld 
t!o"p~ ~et up roadh lnrh ~nrl 
.hHkpoinls to snrch \"~h ide" 
[or all) ~""tnb'lIld ~itru , fruit . 
Fk"id;\'~ c; tnlS product; em wa. c" 1 
hy aOOUI ""cry perc.en! . 

bw. In 1'137, lhe requln:;nu:m that 'ote,," pa} 
a PI)Il r 4~ \'<I~ rrp<":ded, al1l)w,ng poor A frkan 
AmeriClll and white rl<md i ill~ I" hive a 
gr~~tl' r ,oice in their gO\'ernmcnt III 1'144, 
!he I.' 5 . .'i\lp"m~ Courl olltl.lwed ~ Sl"\IVll of 
;..II-white primary dection. thllt had limited 
Ih~ right "f Afnc«n AmcriLam tIJ ,oIC. 

WOJ{),DWAn T1 ANDTHF. 
I'OST-WA I~ " HOOM ~ 

\Vorld War II.puned c<ulIolUic dc\ .. :lojnu'nt 
,n ~1onda. Aer~"se of m }'~af- '()\"l mild 
climate , the Slal~ hecanle Ii. rnl..i'" lIaining 
cmtcr fIJr ,oldins, ,,,ilon, lInu ""iators of 
the lI~\l ed S latc~ Jnd 11 $ llllies. High""I)' 
a"d airpMt COll'lrucri"ll arrelernnd so 
thlt, hy war'. end, F1Dlida hld 111 up- to 
datc tI ~mport~tioll network IC.ldy fut u>c 
hy ~,.:Itn ,~ and th~ ~1S,r(",; .,.,h" <e<:med to 
~rri\'e in an end Ie;;. ~lIe.lm. 

• \ sign i/i"'nt trend of the po~tw~r nll has 
l>em .te~dy pop"l~ tioll xrowth, Icsolti llJ.!; 
fWIIl brxc miar,l:IiollS to lh~ ~t~le from within 
Ih e IJS and fro m connnie. throllgh<1ullhe 

. Florida', iow:rnmcnt bcA"an to 
lep re'CUl .llargcr proportion ofi t> 
rill1en~ F"lorirla'~ jem~le (it;7,(" IIS 
"'on the right tn vote in 1')20, 
when the ;"'inet~enth Amendment 
to the U.:'. COllSliwti(>n b.;c~tuC 

.. " 
W",J.:I ,'{., II "aini,,& ,omp. Mull''' B,,,,,h 



We5cern hemisphere, notably Cuba aud Haiti . 
FlnrKb i~ now the founh n,,,,,, ]>OpUIOllS st:o~ 
in Ih l: nllt ion. 

T he pcopk who m~ke up Flori da"s 
di '"el~e population h2\'" , .... OIken to make the 
S unshilll" 5 t~ tc a platt w hl'f~ "I! l it i:tclls l,a,c 
'1\l~1 . ;~ h l\l llnde. rhe law. S,nre The 19')0. , 
F orhh. public" education ~yswm and public 
pLl ee~ have undergone greH ch;lllge! . Afr;Cln 
A merican ci tizen,. joined by Coycmur 
LcRo}' Collins :wd ot her while supporte rs , 
f<>u~hf ro end nlCial d i.cti miu tion in schaab 
1111<.1" at her instilu t ions. 

Since \Vorld \Va. II , n urid.". e<:onomy 

d,;o h:u; heoome more di,.",-.;e. T nUl i~m, c::ttde, 
citrus, lind pho.phatc ha.,\; bl'C ll jui ncJ by 
a host of tie" industries Ihal h~~e gTellliv 
=p:Ulderl [be numhe,.,. of j nh~ 2\':!i1ihl" t;' 
F lvri J ian •. Electronics, ~onstruuion . rc~l 
~ "al( , inren1~ fi(>llal Ilan king, and biolJle,li (,~ I 
[e~~ar,h an: among the state's mc)[c recently 
de\'c!"I'<' cl mdustries. 

Sev~ r:il major US. corporation, have m()ved 
thei r he~dq 'l<Ir\ ets t() FIllri,lJ. An in tcnt~lc 
highway sY8!em exists through nU l the state, 
and Flon.d~ i~ hurne to rn~jur intcrrua tiunal 
2 irpnrr~. T hc "D i~=i{y an el cnmmunity 
<olkgc ' V~lelll has C..'lp~mkJ r~vidl}. ~ud 
high-T( chnnlogy jnel"sH ;e~ h,ve l):TOwn 
~lc ~Jil)', The V.S. SV'"C pr..,~nm-wlth it> 
h i<t.."k I;lUll.'h e~ from Cape Canal'e ral, t\ln~r 
landin.O:b, ~nd the 'p~ce ,huttle pro~ram-hls 
brough t ,n\lch medi a at ten tion to 1 ~lurilb, 'lh~ 
cinu ~. indus t~y con~inue, t[) Pl"~"p ~[, desrire 
U( .J.$l<I lIa l wUlter [rroe-le •. FlonJ~~ t(>ur..,n 
industry also ,'cma' ns impOO'l.an l ,ool~.e,~ hv 
IUKc l<l pirLi in'·c.tmcnt>.. Flurid ... K tt r~t'tiunS, 
suc,h as rhe Iprg;e theme pa.h in the Orlando 
area, hrin" milli"n. of vi.it<lr~ tf) rhe statc 
fWll) ~CIo.S the U.S. and aIQund the ""rlol . 

To..!"y, Fl()ridi1ns smdy their !Tare'! )"ng 
hi,!<Jry to kun mmc about the livt:S of the 
men >lnd WOlll~n who ~h~pcd il ~ c,~citil!g 
pa't. By leu n;ng about ("j\lO' ri rh l nr! vir; e..! 
hcrit,.)(~ , ..... ~ t' ... n dra ..... !Los,,,ns to help create 
a better [,'lorida for dl oCit' C1.li~ens. 

H"51,lrtcal mW8es (ourr"J)" (If 'he 
Sial" !velli ""1, of Florid" .. 

OIlier IIJUl8cs/mm the 
MU.I'.'.m, of Florida Hi,,'lory, 



In lOU, Florida ",'ill rca.:O a ,ignificant mil'Ito", IInlik" ""y r-t!>a i" to" 
hii/ory if tb.i U"iNd SiaN!, 11', Ih,' 5Wlh ,,,,,,i1lmary of 1M wllural 
pt.-mammon tbat v~~~n veo"n juat/ Po"",' d, L,6" ,,,,,I hi, (1<""-' ""m, mbo", 
on [,IMida, ,,,,,twast in I 51J and namdit L~ F1ori,l"- What mah,,' thi,l' 
atmi,'mary 50 ut.';qur i, Ih~1 d, L ,d,,', <'xpediJien oj',xphr,,,-, "-,,," tb, jim 
group ojEuruj,e,,,,, to d(xu"''''t sud) " /",,,/i1l!, aNd giu a rlam' to Florida, 
7ky W,'TO a/;0 :h,,/irJI n:ordi,d F.urop,am' I" 'xpk,-, a~;' part (f ,,-'oat\ "''''" 

lhi UnimiSlaM 0/ America. 

Florid,,:, docummftd cultural Njtory d"tn vack more to"" 12,{XI{) yam 
",,,-Ii,,.'. to American [ndianJ who ,"'er, I"" original Pione"",_ Rut Sf'"'in:' , laim 
in 1513 b'j!,~n" "ew ,,'a ill hl/m,m hi_'My Ibal ,ac.:; numy ~a/ionaliti" ,e~" 
tox,iI..,.r "", IbtfimrJdatio1l tbat /!'t~"tuat!Yfimned the Uniud Sftlff1 oj 
America, 71;, legacy ~'-Spa"i,,'h Florid.', ,tartai 'With P,,'nc< J< l1"n and wa,; 

fimkr l,wbli4xd by Pedro IVr,'n,,,d"~ whm h.IollnJed .'It. Allgmtin,' in 

1565, tu oIdeu ,at/.li1luom/}' inha/JiJed wtlm"'I!1 in Ameri'a, Today. a 
fou"fi", "umber o{dijftrml ,uttu", Ihr;,,,, to.l:","'r jn Fk,'idil. ViOla Floridr. 
J(I() ,debrat'I aU ~{t"'m ImJ tb<ir impart on t/ .. t.-ut/")'l!fFhn'da_ 

/,1",,, ,,';,i' Ih! Vi,,,, ['lorida -"<Xi <~·,btil' 111 """",,-,/la<;IXi,ccm, which '~jkm 

1M pIa", pl'tlM o1/i",,/ commemoration ~r Florid,,', 5W-J,ar a~n;'''''l'5ar)', 11;.; 
Florjd" Dl'partmmt "{Stau "nd jt! m"n), parmm a'" plat",i,,!, ",rir;';tI!, 
n 'mt, and "'i"i,,,w IIcmu tJg ,tat,_ Joi" US i" cddmJtin!, t~, Florida ':C" 

live in today' 
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